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"Looking Backward: History, the Holocaust, and Literary Writing in the Third 
Generation"  
To be presented by the Jewish Historical Society of New York  
on Sunday, November 13, 2011 
 
Author Erika Dreifus will be the guest speaker at a meeting of the Jewish 
Historical Society of New York on Sunday, November 13, 2011, at 2:00 PM. The 
program will be held at Park East Synagogue / Minskoff Cultural Center, 164 
East 68th Street, Manhattan (between Third and Lexington Avenues). There is a 
$5 admission charge. Subway: 6 to 68th Street.  
 
Erika Dreifus is the author of Quiet Americans, a short-story collection that is 
inspired largely by the experiences and histories of her paternal grandparents, 
German Jews who immigrated to New York in the late 1930s. Her presentation 
will situate her book within a new and increasingly visible cohort of fiction writers 
and poets: grandchildren of refugees from and survivors of Nazism. In 
discussing and reading from these works, Erika will suggest ways in which the 
third generation is creating a profoundly historical literature of its own. 
 

Born in Brooklyn, Erika Dreifus earned undergraduate and graduate degrees–
including a PhD in history–from Harvard. Employed by The City University of 
New York, Erika also serves as a contributing editor for Fiction Writers Review 
and The Writer magazine. Erika considers herself an advocate for Jewish 
literature. Her Jewishly-focused stories, poems, essays, and reviews have 
appeared in Jewish Book World, Lilith, and Moment magazine. Erika is a past 
winner of the David Dornstein Memorial Creative Writing Contest for short fiction 
on Jewish themes. To learn more about Erika and her work, please visit 
www.erikadreifus.com. 
 
The Jewish Historical Society of New York hosts monthly programs that focus on 
American and New York Jewish history. Members of the public are invited to 
attend these events and to join the organization, which was founded in 1973. 
For further information, call 917-974-0057.  
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