
 
Jerusalem Summer Writing Seminars 

2010  
 

June 27-28   Writing from Character with Elana Feldman 
 

July 4-5   Writing Mixed Genre with Clive Sinclair 
 
 
The Shaindy Rudoff Graduate Program in Creative Writing at Bar-Ilan University in 
Israel invites you to attend the Third Annual Jerusalem Summer Writing Seminars. In a 
beautiful villa opposite the walls of the Old City of Jerusalem, you will meet writers from 
around the world.  
   
All proceeds from the Jerusalem Summer Writing Seminars will go towards stipends for 
our new students. 
 
If this taste of writing in Israel isn’t quite enough for you, think about applying to the 
two-year M.A. Program itself. We accept applications for the 2010-2011 academic year 
until June 1, 2010.  Visit www.biu.ac.il/HU/en/cw for full details. 
 
Meanwhile, we look forward to welcoming you to one or both seminars in Jerusalem. 
You deserve serious creative time for yourself, nurtured by wonderful instructors and 
professional writers.    Full details below. 
 
 
June 27-28, 2010   9 AM – 4 PM 
 
WRITING FROM CHARACTER with Elana Greenfield 
 
Elana Greenfield writes: While the impulse to write may come from many sources—an 
image, idea, or first line—character is what makes a work solid. In this two-day 
workshop we will investigate character, whether it be character in a narrative sense or the 
character of a landscape or experience. The seminar will consist of intensive writing 
exercises and workshopping designed to unearth the most energetic and expressive 
aspects of character in your work.  
Readings include “The Overcoat” by Nikolai Gogol and Curse of the Starving Class, a 
play by Sam Shepard. During our time together we will also look at works by Yehuda 
Amichai, Jorge Luis Borges, Haruki Murakami, Grace Paley, and others. This seminar is  
open to fiction writers, poets, playwrights and anyone who wants to explore Character. 
 
Elana Greenfield, a fiction writer and playwright based in New York, teaches writing 
and literature at the New School University/Eugene Lang College for Liberal Arts and is 
adjunct professor at New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts Dramatic Writing 
Program. From 1991-96 she was Artistic Director of New Dramatists, Inc. one of 



America’s preeminent institutions for the development and support of new plays and 
writers. Her book At the Damascus Gate: Short Hallucinations (Green Integer, 2003) 
won the New American Fiction Competition. Her play Nine Come was anthologized in 
New Downtown Now: An Anthology of New Theater from Downtown New York 
(University of Minnesota Press, 2007). She has been awarded residencies at the 
MacDowell Colony and Ragdale Foundation and has served as Guest Artist at 
Bennington College and Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center. Greenfield is a recipient 
of the 2004 Whiting Writers’ Award and the Judith S. Pearson Award for her short story 
“Talent.” Her work for the stage has appeared in New York’s La Mama E.T.C., Vineyard 
Theater and the New York Shakespeare Festival/Public Theater, as well as at Bottom’s 
Dream in Los Angeles and Trinity Repertory Company in Providence, Rhode Island. 
 
 
July 4-5, 2010      9 AM – 4 PM  
 
WRITING MIXED GENRE with Clive Sinclair   
 
Clive Sinclair writes: After the liberation of Buchenwald on April 11, 1945, a group of 
survivors met to discuss how best to perpetuate the memory of that place. One of them 
was Jorge Semprun, who recorded the debate in his memoir, Literature or Life. The first 
speaker said they must tell the truth—present the facts raw—with no fancy stuff. 
Semprun disagreed. There must be artifice, he said, enough to make it art, and therefore 
memorable. 
But once you have started to cook the books, where do you stop? Is there, in fact, an 
unambiguous border between history and fiction, autobiography and fantasy, truth and 
lies? These are the questions we will address in this seminar.  
Day One will be dedicated to a close textual reading of three stories by writers whose 
genius manifests itself in very different ways: “Dr. Henry Selwyn” from The Emigrants 
by W.G. Sebald; “The Hitchhiking Game” from Laughable Loves by Milan Kundera; and 
“The Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe. At the end of Day One participants 
will be asked to produce a piece of writing no more than 2000 words. On Day Two we 
will devote an equally passionate analysis of the participants' work.   
Once I taught a seminar on Fragments by Binjamin Wilkomirski without telling my 
students it was a fake. Even when I revealed the truth, one of the students refused to 
believe me, arguing that any book that had such a profound effect had to be authentic. 
The workshop will conclude with a discussion of that proposition. 
 
Clive Sinclair is a multi-genre writer based near London. His most recent collection of 
stories, The Lady with the Laptop (Picador, 1996), won both the Macmillan PEN Silver 
Pen, and the Jewish Quarterly Award for Fiction (an honour it shared with W.G. Sebald's 
The Emigrants). Its predecessor, Bedbugs (Allison & Busby, 1982), was shortlisted for 
the Dylan Thomas Award. His debut, Hearts of Gold (Allison & Busby 1979), won the 
Somerset Maugham Award. Clive Sinclair is also the author of five novels, including 
Meet the Wife (Picador, 2002). His book about Israel, Diaspora Blues, was published by 
Heinemann in 1987, and (alas) is still not irrelevant. His latest book, Clive Sinclair's True 



Tales of the Wild West (Picador, 2008) mixes every genre you can think of and tells a 
great many whoppers.  
Sinclair has a doctorate from the University of East Anglia and is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature. He has lectured at the University of East Anglia, University of 
California at Santa Cruz, and Uppsala University in Sweden.  
 
 
Costs and Registration: 
 
Each seminar will be limited to 16 participants on a first come first serve basis. 
Minimum number of participants: 9 
 
Registration is final only when your payment has been received. (No credit card 
payments.) 
 
Each 2-day seminar costs NIS 895 or $245 (USD) 
 
If you sign up for both seminars, the rates are NIS 1,770 or $475 (USD)  
 
Special rates only for alums and students in the Shaindy Rudoff Graduate Program: 
 
  NIS 735 or $195 for one seminar 
  NIS 1,440 or $380 for both seminars 
 
All checks must be made out to Bar-Ilan University. Make sure your Israeli ID number 
appears on your check.  If you send a check in US dollars, make sure that the passport 
number of  whoever signs the check is on the back of the check.  
 
If you want to pay in another currency, convert the dollar amount at www.xe.com  Make 
sure the passport number of whoever signs the check is on the back of each check. 
 
You can pay in two installments, with the second check dated June 10, 2010. 
 
Send the checks together with a note stating your name, the name and date of the seminar 
for which you are registering, your address, phone number and email address. Print 
clearly. 
 
Mail to:   
Annael Jonas, Assistant to the Coordinator 
Shaindy Rudoff Graduate Program in Creative Writing 
Department of English, Bldg. 404 
Bar-Ilan University 
Ramat-Gan 52900  Israel 
 
 



Cost of the seminar includes pdf files of assigned stories, hand-outs during the seminars, 
coffee/tea and snacks all day.  Lunch is not included, but you are welcome to bring your 
own lunch, use the fridge and stay to eat and write in the villa and its archaeological 
garden during the two-hour lunch break.   
Alternatively, there are many restaurants within a five minute walk.  
The seminars will take place at the Stern House, 34 Tura Street, Yemin Moshe, 
Jerusalem.   Detailed directions upon registration. 
 
Cancellation Policy:  If you cancel by June 1 and we can fill your place, then you only 
forfeit a $30 processing fee. If you cancel after June 1 and we cannot fill your place,  
your entire registration in non-refundable.     
 
Accommodations: 
 
There are many B&B’s within walking distance of the Stern House. Go to www.bnb.co.il 
and www.jerusalemshoppe.com/Jerusalemzimmer.html or just surf the net. Nearby hotels 
include Inbal, David’s Citadel, YMCA, St. Andrew’s Scottish Hospice, Beit Shmuel, Dan 
Panorama, Mount Zion, King David, King Solomon and Dan Boutique. A Scandinavian 
woman who lives at 32 Tura Street offers unusual and colorful sleeping arrangements. 
Tel. 02-524 3877 and ask for Birgitta. 
Know that the International Jerusalem Film Festival begins July 8 at the Jerusalem 
Cinemateque, across the road from Yemin Moshe. 
 
If you plan to commute from outside Jerusalem, know that we will begin promptly at 
9:30 each day. You are welcome to come have coffee/tea and relax between 9 and 9:30 
AM. 
 
Please email Annael Jonas with all queries at silentskye@gmail.com 
 
You deserve serious creative time for yourself. 
This summer come to Jerusalem to write. 
 


